How the Moose Lost her Horns

Story inspired by a Dene legend told by Pat Martel
Dat’o Deniye bedé begh3 hule 2aja

Yunizi honie
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A long time ago the cow moose and the bull moose both had horns. They could take
the horns off just like hats.

Yunizi 2atthé deniye ts’'udau deniyane bjtt'o zedé hahélya ni1. Bedé
hayéle haduwele dene ts’ah hahilz23 k’1z1.

One summer day a bull moose and a cow moose were walking through the bush.
They were looking for some tall green grass to eat. They stopped at a big blue lake.

La dzine sine ku deniyaneu deniye ts'uda dechén yaghe dzeghezas
T’anchay lath’1 tloghe goth nenéth neshé sheghétih ka kaghélzih.
Tu cho déhtl’és ga nelzas.

The cow moose said, “I'm so hot. I'm going to take off my horns.”
“Don’t do that,” said the bull moose. “You might lose them.”
“No [ won'’t,” said the cow moose. “I'll put them on this rock beside the lake.”

Deniye ts'uda hadi, “Edu duwéa sedé hast’ih ha.”

“Hahoné sana, deniyane 2adi. “Neghg ?ainildél lia.”

“Ile hasné hajle.” Deniye ts’ada hadi. “Ja tthé K’e niyesza ha tu cho
déhtt’és gha.”

So the cow moose took off her horns and put them on a rock beside the big blue lake.
She found some tall green grass and started to eat. Soon she forgot about her horns.

Deniye ts'uda bedé hayilau tthé k’e n123 tu cho déhtl’és gha.
T’anchay lath’i tloghe goth nenéth neshé yotzaqu yegha shéti ha
nuz3. Daudi bedé gha naniddhérléu yenalnilée.



A big sucker fish was swimming in the water close by. He saw the moose eating the
tall green grass. This made the sucker hungry for some food. The sucker saw the
horns on the rock. He decided to steal the shiny and bright horns. The sucker came
up and opened his mouth as wide as he could. The sucker swallowed the horns in
one big gulp.

Deldélcho tu yé Deniye tsén nidhile tseghebju deniye ts’uda tlogh
nenéth ghg shetih hezia deldéle dgk’é duwéa bér badhi 2ajah.
Deldéle denidé tthé k’e thez3 yez1. Denide bek’e sarédiu benat’ia
deni ghg nész1 ha niddhén. Deldélé beda daharintdu necha ts’ethile
hila. T’aghg denidé hitchiu zey1 edé yéina.

The horns were too big for the sucker. No matter how hard he tried, the sucker
couldn’t swallow the horns. The horns were stuck in its throat.

Ku 2ey1 edé ts’ethile deldélda 23z1 necha huli yélna horetdza ku
yeba horénile hajah. Deldélk’aze yé denidé nétkéth.

The sucker swam into the shallow water and twisted and turned. The horns were
stuck. The sucker swan into deep water and twisted and turned. The horns were still
stuck.

Deldéle tu tarithile yé nibiu dzénarégithéu narelghith. Denidé
Yénétkéth. Deldéle tu taritha ye nibiu dzéréghithu narelghith. ?ely
denidé bek’aze ye netkéthi.

Finally, the sucker swam far away from the moose twisting and turning all the way
to the bottom of the lake.

K’athi, deldélé nidha ts’éyebi deniye ch’ds1 dzénanarégithu
nahalthere tucho tla nihbi.

The sucker never came back to the rock by the lake and the cow moose was very sad
that she had lost her horns. This is why the cow moose doesn’t have horns like the
bull moose.

Deldélé tgmb43 ga tthe the?3 ghd dzerebileu deniye ts'ada hanuele
duwe bedé gh3 hule 2a. ?ey1 t'a deniye ts’uda deniyane k’1z1 bedé
hatyaile.



To this day the moose horns are still stuck in the sucker. If you ever catch a sucker,

you can boil its head and you will see small moose horns still stuck in the sucker’s
head.

D¢ dir1 dz} ts’én denidé zet¢ deldélda ye netkéth. Deldéle hilu dé,
déldéle tthi hilbés dé dedélda ye denidé hulzah hasi.



